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HOUSE BI LL 1271

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives L. Thomas, Scott, D. Sommers, Dunshee, Doumt,
Mul | i ken, Gardner, Wensman and D. Schm dt

Read first time 01/21/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Adm ni strati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to public hospital district el ections; anendi ng RCW
70.44.040, 70.44.042, and 70. 44.053; and addi ng new sections to chapter
70. 44 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.44.040 and 1994 c 223 s 78 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The provisions of Title 29 RCWrelating to elections shal
govern public hospital districts, except as provided in this chapter.

A public hospital district shall be created when the ballot
proposition authorizing the creation of the district is approved by a
sinple majority vote of the voters of the proposed district voting on
the proposition and the total vote cast upon the proposition exceeds
forty percent of the total nunmber of votes cast in the proposed
district at the preceding state general election.

A public hospital district initially may be created with three,
five, or seven conmm ssioner districts. At the election at which the

proposition is submtted to the voters as to whether a district shal
be formed, three, five, or seven conm ssioners shall be elected from
either three, five, or seven conmi ssioner districts, or at-large
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positions, or both, as determned by resolution of the county
conm ssioners of the county or counties in which the proposed public
hospital district is located, all in accordance with section 4 of this
act. The election of the initial conmm ssioners shall be null and void
if the district is not authorized to be created.

No primary shall be held. A special filing period shall be opened
as provided in RCW29.15.170 and 29.15.180. The person receiving the
greatest nunber of votes for the comm ssioner of each conm ssioner
district or at-large position shall be elected as the conm ssioner of
that district. The terns of office of the initial public hospita
district comm ssioners shall be staggered fromthe date of the el ection
to create the public hospital district as follows: (a) ILf the proposed
public hospital district wll have three conm ssioners, one
comm ssioner _shall serve until the first district general election, one

conm ssioner shall serve until the second district general el ection and

one conmi ssioner shall serve until the third district general el ection;

(b) if the proposed public hospital district wll have five
conm ssioners, one conmni ssioner shall serve until the first district
general election, tw comnmissioners shall serve until the second

district general election, and two comm ssioners shall serve until the
third district general election; and (c) if the proposed public
hospital district will have seven conm Sssioners, two conm SSioners

shal | serve until the first district gener al el ection, t wo

comm ssioners shall serve until the second district general election,
and three comm ssioners shall serve until the third district general
el ection. In all cases, the length of the initial terns of
conm ssioners shall be assigned in accordance wth the nunber of votes
received, with the persons ((whe—+s)) elected receiving the greatest

nunber of votes ((shalt—be)) elected to ((a—stx—year—termof—offiece++

a a a a a aallla
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held—+nh—-an—-even—nunbered—year)) serve the longest terns. The initial

comm ssioners shall take office imediately when they are el ected and
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qualified, but the length of such terns shall be conputed from the
first day of January in the year following this election. The term of
of fice of each successor shall be six years. Each comm ssioner shal
serve until a successor is elected and qualified and assunes office in
accordance with RCW 29. 04. 170.

(2) ((commsstoner—distriets—shall—beusedasfoelHlows—a))) Only
a registered voter who resides in a comm ssioner district may be a
candidate for, or hold office as, a conmm ssioner of the comm ssioner

district((; and (b) only voters of a conm ssioner district nmay vote at

eistr+et)). Voters of the entire public hospital district may vote at
a primary or general election to elect a person as a conmm ssioner of
t he comm ssioner district.

| f the proposed public hospital district initially will have three
comm ssioner districts and the public hospital district is county-w de,

and if the county has three county |l egislative authority districts, the
county legislative authority districts shall be used as public hospital
district conm ssioner districts. In all other instances the county
auditor of the county in which all or the largest portion of the
proposed public hospital district is located shall draw the initia
((three)) public hospital district conmissioner districts((—each—of

whi-eh—shatH—econstitute—as—nearly—as—possi-ble—oene-third—of—thetotal

e-st+iets—oene—two—and—three)) and designate at-large positions, if
appropriate, as provided in section 4 of this act. Each of the
((t+hree)) conmm ssioner positions shall be nunbered ((ene—through
three)) consecutively and associated with the conm ssioner district or
at-large position of the sanme nunber.

hosprtal—dist+iet—)) The comm ssioners of a public hospital district
that is not coterm nous with the boundaries of a county that has three
county legislative authority districts shall at the tinmes required in

chapter 29.70 RCW and may from tinme to tinme redraw ((hospital
est+i+et)) conm ssioner district boundaries ((as—provided)) in a nmanner
consistent wth chapter 29.70 RCW
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Sec. 2. RCW70.44.042 and 1967 ¢ 227 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Not wi t hst andi ng any provi sion in RCW70.44.040 to the contrary, any
board of public hospital district conm ssioners may, by resolution
abol i sh comm ssioner districts and permt candidates for any position
on the board to reside anywhere in the public hospital district.

At _any general or special election which may be called for that

pur pose, the board of public hospital district comm ssioners may, Or on

petition of ten percent of the voters based on the total vote cast in

the |last district general election in the public hospital district

shall, by resolution, submt to the voters of the district the

proposition to reestablish conm ssioner districts.

Sec. 3. RCW70.44.053 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 80 are each anended to read
as follows:

At any general or special election which may be called for that
pur pose the board of public hospital district comm ssioners nmay, or on
petition of ten percent of the voters based on the total vote cast in
the last district general election in the public hospital district
shall, by resolution, submt to the voters of the district the
proposition increasing the nunber of comm ssioners to either five or
seven nenbers. The petition or resolution shall specify whether it is
proposed to increase the nunber of conm ssioners to either five or
seven nenbers.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 70.44 RCW

to read as foll ows:

If the voters of the district approve the ballot proposition
authorizing the increase in the nunber of comm ssioners to either five
or seven nenbers, the additional comm ssioners shall be elected at
large from the entire district; provided that, the board of
comm ssioners of the district may by resolution redistrict the public
hospital district into five comm ssioner districts if the district has
five comm ssioners or seven conmm ssioner districts if the district has
seven conm sSioners. The board of conm ssioners shall draw the
boundaries of each comm ssioner district to include as nearly as
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possi bl e equal portions of the total population of the public hospital
district.

| f the board of comm ssioners increases the nunber of comm ssioner
districts as provided in this section, one conmm ssioner shall be
el ected from each comm ssioner district, and no conm ssioner nay be
elected from a conmm ssioner district in which another comm ssioner
resi des.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 70.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In all existing public hospital districts in which an increase in
the nunber of district conmssioners is proposed, the additional
comm ssioner positions shall be deened to be vacant and the board of
commi ssioners of the public hospital district shall appoint qualified
persons to fill those vacancies in accordance with RCW42.12. 070.

Each person who is appointed shall serve until a qualified person
is elected at the next general election of the district occurring one
hundred twenty days or nore after the date of the election at which the
voters of the district approved the ballot proposition authorizing the
increase in the nunber of conm ssioners. | f needed, special filing
periods shall be authorized as provided in RCW29. 15. 170 and 29. 15. 180
for qualified persons to file for the vacant office. A primary shal
be held to nomnate candidates if sufficient time exists to hold a
primary and nore than two candidates file for the vacant office.
QO herwise, no primary shall be held and the candi date receiving the
great est nunber of votes for each position shall be elected. Except
for the initial terms of office, persons elected to each of these
addi ti onal conmm ssioner positions shall be elected to a six-year term
The newl y el ected comm ssioners shall assunme office as provided i n RCW
29.04. 170.

The initial terns of the new comm ssioners shall be staggered as
follows: (1) When the nunber of comm ssioners is increased fromthree
to five, the person elected receiving the greatest nunber of votes
shall be elected to a six-year term of office, and the other person
shall be elected to a four-year term (2) when the nunber of
commi ssioners is increased fromthree or five to seven, the terns of
t he new conm ssioners shall be staggered over the next three district
general elections so that two commssioners will be elected at the
first district general election followng the election where the
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addi tional conmm ssioners are elected, two conm ssioners wll be at the
second district general election after the election of the additional
commi ssioners, and three comm ssioners will be elected at the third
district general election following the election of the additiona
commi ssioners, with the persons el ected receiving the greatest nunber
of votes elected to serve the |ongest terns.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 70.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

If, as the result of redrawing the boundaries of comm ssioner
districts as permtted or required under the provisions of this
chapter, chapter 29.70 RCW or any other statute, two or nore i ncunbent
conm ssioners reside in a single commssioner district, the
comm ssi oners having the shortest unexpired terns shall be appoi nted by
the board of comm ssioners to at-large positions or to conm ssioner
districts in which no comm ssioner resides and shall represent the
positions or districts for the remainder of their respective terns.
The at-large positions or districts to which conmm ssioners are
appoi nted under this section shall not be deened vacant under chapter
42.12 RCWuntil the terns of those conmm ssioners expire.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A new section is added to chapter 70.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

No appointnent to fill a vacant position on or election to the
board of comm ssioners of any public hospital district made after June
9, 1994, and before the effective date of this act is deened to be
invalid solely due to the public hospital district’s failure to redraw
its comm ssioner district boundaries if necessary to conply wth
chapter 223, Laws of 1994.

~-- END ---
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